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MISSION: To provide funding and 

resources to support the Louisville 

Orchestra, to create opportunities 

for youth to excel in performing 

and appreciating symphonic music 

and to broaden the audience and 

support of the Louisville Orchestra 

throughout the region.

LO Names Lifetime Board Member!
Congratulations to Winona Shiprek who was recently voted in as a Louisville Orchestra 

Lifetime Board Member!  She joins a very select group of just three others with this honor.  

Other honorees are Carole Birkhead, Dr. Virginia Keeney and Carol Hebel.  And allow us to 

brag just a bit…all 4 are long-term ALO Members.

In speaking of this honor, Winona shared her passion for the role that a vibrant orchestra 

plays in a community.  Music, and for Winona especially orchestra music, connects people 

in a unique way, creating an opportunity to enjoy a shared experience despite what other 

differences may exist.  We thank Winona for her continued exemplary dedication to 

ensuring the vitality of our beloved LO and offer our ongoing appreciation for all LO Board 

Members and the work they do.

As you’ll read throughout this 

edition of Notes from the 

ALO, the collective efforts of 

our membership enabled us to 

donate $90,000 to the Louisville 

Orchestra in 2018.

We continue to enthusiastically pursue all 

parts of our vision and mission, one of which 

is to create opportunities for youth to excel 

in symphonic music.  As a key component 

of that, the ALO again sponsored the Young 

Artist Competition in 2018 as it has since 

1944. Under the direction of Liz Rorke, VP 

Education, and with the assistance of 18 ALO 

volunteers and 11 music judges, we hosted 

27 talented musicians in 5th-12th grades.  We 

also supported our commitment to music 

education by donating funds to Lincoln 

Elementary Performing Arts School to be used 

for the purchase of orchestral instruments. 

Read more about how we are supporting 

our young musicians in the article entitled 

Cultivating Talent.

Another exciting year is planned for 2019!  We 

look forward to seeing you and your friends at 

the ALO parties.  Maestro Teddy Abrams and 

the Louisville Orchestra are making beautiful 

music throughout Louisville and the region, 

and they truly appreciate the ALO’s support.

To be listed in the 2019-2020 ALO Members’ 

Directory and to receive information on all 

ALO events, please be sure to return your 

membership renewal before February 28th, 

when the new directory will go to print.  (You 

should have received renewal information 

within the past week or so.)  If you would 

like to volunteer for one of the committees 

or get more involved, please mention your 

preferences on the renewal form, or contact 

me at msnewell86@gmail.com 

Thank you for your interest, generosity and 

enthusiasm!

Warmest regards,

Mona S. Newell
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à la Carte 2018 - A Year in Review

Thanks to you, our ALO members and friends, the 2018 A La 

Carte season was a great success with 25 parties to choose 

from, some repeats of popular parties and many new. 17 of 

those parties were SOLD OUT! 

Guests enjoyed a wide variety of events beginning in June with 

an intimate dinner prepared by Chef Norman Morse served in 

the home he shares with our ALO former Executive Director 

Andrew Kipe. Another event was a fabulous brunch at the 

home of Al Shands, renowned art collector and philanthropist, 

including a special performance by Teddy Abrams. Also in June, 

Cave Hill partnered with the ALO to host a tour that brought to 

life the musical greats that are buried there. 

July started with a French dinner and music from Edith Piaff as 

we celebrated Bastille Day. That was followed with the annual 

afternoon of lunch and card-playing. At the Beautiful Party, 

your questions were answered about plastic surgery products. 

July ended with a creative group finding their inner Rembrandt 

as they painted their own masterpieces. 

August included a VIP tour of Darley Jonabell Farm followed by 

lunch at the Thoroughbred Club and a tour of the Henry Clay 

estate. Another group boarded the CQ Princess for a relaxed 

evening of dinner and jazz as they cruised the Ohio River. 

And, if you did not get to join the card playing fun in June, we 

offered another afternoon of bridge and lunch in a beautiful 

Prospect countryside home. 

In September, Angels Envy showed us how to “finish” an 

Old Fashioned cocktail during a fabulous meal prepared by 

Varanese Restaurant. We also spent an evening in the home of 

our renowned Music Director, Teddy Abrams, for dinner and 

private concert. The month ended at the beautiful home of the 

President of the International Flo Blue Society with a display 

of his renowned collection of Flo Blu followed by a fabulous 

lunch.

October included “back by popular demand” events: the taping 

of Secrets of Bluegrass Chefs; the Low Country Shrimp Boil; 

and Harry Pickens performing at a stunning Glenview home 

complete with a delicious dinner. Next, it was off to Greece 

through a cultural dining experience of a lavish 4-course meal 

of Greek culinary specialties paired with carefully selected wine. 

November was our busiest month! It started with a tour at 

the Brown-Forman Cooperage.  Dr. John Hale returned to 

another sold out intimate evening in a private home where he 

shared stories of acclaimed archeologist studies. Next up, a fun 

evening of tasting various bourbons while feasting on a dinner 

buffet in an art-filled, expansive home in Prospect. We feasted 

at a Holiday Tea at the Filson Club featuring Architectural 

Historians, John David Myles and Jim Holmgren, Curator of 

Collection taking guests through the Ferguson Mansion. We 

ended the month creating our own holiday wreaths at beautiful 

Yew Dell Gardens.

 The a la Carte season final event was Orchestra Art Fair where 

many of Louisville’s finest artists displayed and sold their pieces. 

What a wonderful opportunity to buy the perfect holiday gift!

 In 2018, we also added raffle drawings and partnered with 

several restaurants to dine and donate. All of these events 

raised more than $70,000 which we were able to combine with 

other revenue and grants to make a $90,000 donation to the 

LO.

As you can tell from this calendar review, there are many 

ways to get involved with helping raise money for ALO.  From 

hosting a casual gathering to a large event, there is a place for 

your help!  Planning for 2019 is just getting underway and we 

welcome your ideas. If you would be interested in learning 

more about helping host an event, please contact Michele 

Oberst at Michele.oberst@outlook.com. Our experienced board 

members will work with you to make it an easy and enjoyable 

experience!

Thank you for your past support and we look forward to seeing 

you this year at one or more of the special and fun events you’ll 

soon be hearing about.
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à la Carte 2018 - A Year in Review

Cultivating Musical Talent and Interest – 
An Important Part of our Mission
The 2018 Young Artist Competition was held October 27 at the University of Louisville 

School of Music.  Kasey Shao won first prize, playing Chopin’s Piano Concerto No 2 in 

F minor.  Second prize went to Maya Kilburn playing Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto in D 

Major.  Skye Park, third place, performed Sibelius’ Violin Concerto in D minor. For more 

information on the YAC, visit our website at www.associationlo.org 

Many thanks to our judges, who helped to make this a great experience for the students.  

Auditions judges were Grace Baugh-Bennett, Joanna Goldstein, Kathleen Karr, Cheri Lyon 

Kelley, Jonathan Mueller, Donna Parkes, Maria Semes and Evan Vicic.  Finals recital judges 

were Meme Tunnell, Robert Simonds and special guest judge David Stern, who took time 

off from conducting rehearsals for the Kentucky Opera to participate.  

2019 competition dates will be announced on our website (associationlo.org) and in email 

notices to our members. It is a joy to work with these talented and enthusiastic young 

people and to help make this a great experience for them.  We urge you to volunteer to 

help or simply attend the free concert where you will hear some of the finest emerging 

young talent in our region.

Family Concert - Saturday March 16 – Docents Needed

The Family Concert will have an animal and music theme this year with a craft table, 

a story telling area, and even a zoo!  We are looking for 1 or 2 people to assist on that 

day. This is an opportunity for our great storytellers, our artists, and any of us who love 

children and music.   

Instrument Playground coming soon! Volunteer Opportunity

The ALO is looking for used stringed instruments, flutes, and trumpets to help the LO 

establish an instrument playground for children to use at the Family Concerts. Once we 

have the instruments, we will be looking for docents to assist children at the concerts, so 

please keep this in mind.  

For any of the volunteer opportunities mentioned above, contact Liz Rorke, VP of 

Education – Lrorke@att.net or 312-320-3648.  

KASEY SHAO 1ST PLACE

MAYA KILBURN 
2ND PLACE

SKYE PARK 3RD PLACE
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About the ALO
Mission statement

ALO’s mission is to provide funding and resources to support the Louisville Orchestra, to create opportunities for 

youth to excel in performing and appreciating symphonic music and to broaden the audience and support of the 

Louisville Orchestra throughout the region.

The Association of the Louisville Orchestra (ALO) continues to be one of the top contributors to the Louisville 

Orchestra, donating more than $2.5 million since its inception in 1944. The ALO contribution ranges from $75,000 to 

$100,000 annually.

Comprised of approximately 350 members and led by a 35-member board, its volunteers raise money and awareness 

for the Louisville Orchestra by hosting themed, unique dinner parties, bus trips to interesting venues and other 

special events throughout the community such as cooking with Bluegrass Chefs, bourbon tasting and art shows.  

One hundred percent of ticket prices goes to support the ALO; hosts underwrite all costs of the events which attract 

approximately 800 people who attend each year.

The ALO’s mission is also to encourage and celebrate youth performing arts.  Robert Whitney founded a Young 

Artists Competition nearly 75 years ago, and the ALO enthusiastically sponsors it each year.  Approximately 30 middle 

and high school students from Kentucky, Ohio and Indiana perform memorized symphonic pieces for judges in 

preliminary and finals competitions.  Top performers receive a cash award of $750 for 1st Place, and $500 for 2nd 

Place and 3rd Place.  The top performer also is given the opportunity to perform as a soloist with the Louisville 

Orchestra.  The ALO is proud to partner with the local performing arts elementary school to provide instruments for 

music students.  

Finally, the ALO hosts a staff holiday luncheon and meals for LO performers at select concerts throughout the year.
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